Is partial laryngectomy safe forever?
Over past decades, function-preserving surgery has been oncologically effective for specific types of laryngeal cancer. Although safe short-term swallow function has been reported, swallow safety during long-term survival has received less attention. The purpose of this report is to highlight potential consequences of late dysphagia and chronic aspiration after partial laryngectomy. A retrospective case series was performed. The head and neck cancer database from Yale-New Haven Hospital identified 3 patients requiring completion laryngectomy due to chronic aspiration 11-15 years after oncologically successful partial laryngectomy. Demographics, presentation, treatment, and course are included. Primary treatment was open supraglottic laryngectomy with adjuvant radiation therapy (n=2) and vertical hemilaryngectomy (n=1). All patients demonstrated locoregional control and preservation of swallow function for >10 years postoperatively. Due to late dysphagia and chronic aspiration, two patients required completion laryngectomy 11 and 15 years postoperatively and the third patient will require this 14 years postoperatively. Successful swallowing after function-preserving laryngeal surgery may not last forever despite adequate control of cancer. Three patients presented with aspiration 11-15 years after partial laryngectomy and required definitive completion laryngectomy. This observation may affect preoperative counseling and consideration for longer post-operative follow-up. The data encourage a larger sample size.